fftVi r res t -De vv.ee, YA+ 
march 31, W 30 J 

:, - - : : . $aim of Dr. Shinier , : .'/ ' I 
I Henry Shimer came to Mt,. Carroll from the] 
llafrt,. -N«w- ^ork, or Pennsylvania,,- we think, i 
fl^.w.aa a.etoae mason/and helped toiriid the] 
■ft.j211da.fton .ftf.ihe courthouse in 1855 snd 1888,-i 
fpj buMngibeing finished m 18S9, being fear* 
'years in building' we are told* We. havo >«n ' 
$oi(S that, he also helped to lay the brick i#-ti*e| 
building. '.-. ■' : ■. ■].*. '■& «,; : . ' •'■ : ' ! "*i 

Married In 185.7 '•'" 

f In 1857, the Carroll County History says he 
married Frances A. Wood, who with Miss Adel- 
la, Gregory was conducting a school, %vhich af- 
terward became the Mt. Carroll Seminary, and 
,'ia row the Frances Shimer School for Girls. , 

1 -• . H> ■ - ■ ' " ! -:J' : : ■ 

* Bright, Well ftead Young-Maii ,"; f : - ; , 

'':.■■■-• ■>,;-. ''.'>'■ ■''■■■■ ': ':■■' ■ ..-." "- ;'/, '-.,... - '-■■ ■ ■:' 

jj| Henry Shimer was a bright, well read young 
StaSB, about the ordinary in intelligence and a 
pinker. He concluded to study medicine, did 
§50^ ,was graduated and; took place among the 
^MistVnd roost prominent of the medical men of 
Piifa^dajsMn.this part of the state,. He was a 
Icharacter, common place and was "(wed to his 
^profession," He was a botanist, and a great 
jjover of the outdoors, loving flowers and birds 
;ajnd plants and bugs, and became acquainted 
■with all species. He wrote hundreds of col- 
umns for the Daily Democrat on various topics 
l&theWs. ■ ■ - ! ' - ■ 

■ '■■■. - - : ' - ■■ ■ 

.,..'. ■■■,.,- Wrote On Appendicitis 

\ He wrote a series of articles on appendicitis, 
when operations for the disease were rare. He 
explained that it had been called ''inflammation 
«f the bowels; and. how one of our" young men, 
Lee Be&rdsley had an attack of it and he dis- 
covered it wa# th.e appendix and not the bowels ": 
themselves that were inflamed, and he had j 
eured him without an operation, after he | 
thoughl he was past curing. He believed in j 
operating, however, and predicted that the day 
Would come when surgeons would operate for , 
I3si» disease without losing many patients, al- ' 
tbottsn he held that at. that time only one out 
of a hundred operated upon recovered; that h4[ 
was taking one chance in a hundred when he 
«ubmitted to snch an operation. The doctor's 
ipredktfon has been verified, and thousands of. 
Stations are being performed 1 and few die un- 
der the knife or from the effects of the oper- 
Mk»i..;\- "■' " '■' ?■ -•'■■''•■_•■ ■ _' |.| 

S ■ • ■- "■•;■'' Was.aB*urfe^ter ^; j 

fe The doctor wrote a very 'bad hand, an d used 
|4j&t 'names for plants and bugs, «basequent!y 

i^ptjf: jaifetekes were made in his "articles, and 
It.rathef ■f«6¥o| hjjn although he said he bald 
fafe Mm* Wf boys •«£* «# r.gajing his writ-^ 
|ng,; fy>were$hen conducting a !§&i%i|Jg pap* 
ir'fWKi many .tna^y nigbt? he sat in;i.enair-.|n' 
$he efffee dmpin$. ufttiS proofs pi : 'hjs articles.; 
wore -takes' and he <$ujff read 'them himself,..: 
W> msi to rewrite his' sr£fei»j ft'fifch. '■'. took 
nmefc time, fcut we <50uid read [his '■yrtiivig |#<?H ' 
ty weB ar4.tt expedited *« %*er<;ettinjr,' :■ '■ 
• ' fig Be Contin«ed| ."' f/i'^c' 



An" ioV - Oema'tra' 



^ *— PWH I ^sssssss^-^^ss^sssssssas 




In the days of 




Remembrances of the "Old DayV^ when the writar was a boy 
a* they come \ksk to us now 




f EDITOR'S NOTE — m case you ftno xxrmmti- 

OVURiii'.AWN OR UNDERDRAW, MI5STATEB, FOR0»T- J 
TEN, OR OMITTED, YOU AiOi CORDIALLY INVITED TO 
"TAKE YOUR PEN IN HAND 1 ' AND CORRECT, CONTRA-: 
DfCT, OR AMEND BY, "DASHING OFp" A. COtUMN OR 
TWO OR THRIIE OR MORE. THE MORE THE MERRIER; 
AND IT VOX NOT "HURT OUR FEELINGS".] 

■ 
■ 



■ 
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INSTALMENT NINETf-SEVEN , 



Dr. Shimer's Continued from Monday 



A Tramp Skills Letter > 






kWi ?^m&mbei i *B^n , 'sn0 '-oeesiSisK . a ; : tranogj| 

■ jsajtgr feme alossg «**s ^et*te' : on , » that 

' ifc^ht We Mowed hint Docfri? SWiaei't' eonj* 

and £*k«d him if fae estate read it. He said h* 

i^tadjithathe had;*ra«e&thV|^l*<>yer anS 

|Md, : *eM'al! kinds 6fsSia«1JSiM#fe^so we gave* 

pftt^hM; That highVwheilli trife 3(*tttdr got his 

IpKJof, he looked' it <N»e*v Crinkled - his trow, look* 

ad at as asd saidr "Galfl never w*ote thiaT 

;Tb*-'t*ainp had set it & it look idihlai, and the 

; ; proof wa* too bad to be corrected, so we laid 

'it Over until the next day, re-wrote it and it 

M^peared all right. rThe = doetor often spOkeef 

that "'dumb tramp-" But ori-'lhe whole "he 

•wasn't so dumb," and we think enjoyed a kick 

out of it, for he took a proof of the article with 

* him. Dr. Shiftier often had ft hard job making: 

out a word that we would get stuck on, himself, 

and had he not known what should be there 

never would have known from the chicken 

tracks on the paper. 

Used Tn Tel! This Siory 
There were boys taken at the Seminary in 
its early day. and som* of them worked their 
way through for there was lots of work to be 
done. The buildings were all heated by wood 
stoves and it took much wood during the win- 
ter, hundreds of cords, and that had to be car- 
ried up the stairs to the many rooms. Dr. 
Shimer lived at the Seminary, had a room or 
office there by himself; for it was always said 
that his married life was not a happy one and 
that he and Mrs. Shimer did not Uve together 
as man and wife. The doctor was rather un- 
couth and cared nothing for dress, and looked 
like a workman around the buildings. A new 
boy came, and several of the other boys told 
him- "There is an old fellow here with black 
whiskers who is to help you carry up the wood, 
but he will slip off down town if you do not 
watch him and you will have to do the work 
yourself." The young fellow saw the doctor 
come out of the building and prepare to go 
down town, when he went to him and said: 
"Hold on there old fellow, you don't slip away 
from me, vou help me carry up the wood." Of 
course he didn't and explained who he was and 
that settled it. But he liked to tell the story. 



Drove A Sleepy Old Horse 

1 He drove an old plug of a horse attached to 
a gig, "which might have been the one hoss 
shay, for it was dilapidated enough to repre- 
sent it. It is said that the doctor and the horse 
«aeed to both go to sleep along the road while 
calling on patients and it is not recorded that 
; the horse ever went at a faster gait than a^ 
.'•walk. It 'is said that his rooms' at 'the Scaiiai 
;sry .were *: regular museum, containing skele- 
^i#hs, Istuffed animals and birds, bugs, old news- 
papers a»3 (manuscripts and trash of all kinds. 



■• ;";.,",'. 



".;• /Shot And Hung Himself 

I. On a Sunday 'morning the news was flashed 
?*»u»d towf that "Dr. Shimef has committed 
iauidds,** ati3 the report proved to be only too 
true. He-- had a first tried to shoot himself, 
but did' not make a good job of it, so he took 
the lines from his harness, made a noose and 
fixed it to a rafter in the barn, then got on to a 
fcox, adjusted the noose, kicked the box from 
•ander him and strangled to death. Why he did 
it was never made public, but that he did not 
value life highly, he had often said. If he left 
any note telling why he had destroyed himself 
it was never made public. Tha doctor was 
quite wealthy, owning land in the Dakotas, 
?owa, and at one time owned the most of the 
land in Bast Carroll, having acquired it by pur- 
chasing it at delinquent tax sales. He made 
what he did by frugality, and good invest- 
ments. 

He Was A Character 
Dr. Shimer was a character, a success in his 
chosen profession, and in finance, but he evi- 
dently believed that his life was a failure, hence 
his taking off. He was a good friend of ours, 
we always liked him, and he told us many 
things about his early life and about things m 
general. It was while he was living that we 
found we were becoming hard o f hea ring and 

f we told him so. He pulled out his watch and . 
held it away from our ear, asking us to tell him 
when we could hear it tick. We did so and he 
said in that drawl of his, "You can hear it fur- 
ther away than I can. Put a little olive oil in j 

it." ■ .; 



